2006 Concourse Final Exam Review Questions 

(EXAM on 12/20/06 at 1:30PM)

These are not exhaustive, but should help to get you started on your studying…

1st Half of Course…

1) A slot machine is an example of what type of reinforcement schedule?

2) Bill was in an accident and since he recovered from the coma he has been unable to encode new memories, but he knows everything about his past.  What is he suffering from?
3) Define extinction in classical conditioning.
4) Explain the idea of all or none in action potentials.
5) Give an example of context dependent learning.
6) How are implicit and explicit memory different?
7) How does instrumental conditioning differ from classical conditioning?
8) Name the depth cues.
9) Name the part of the brain that deals with emotion.
10) What is a variable interval schedule of reinforcement?
11) What is it called when the first few words of a list are more easily remembered, and why does it happen?
12) What is the blind spot?
13) What is the difference between the proximal and the distal stimulus?
14) What is the place where the optic nerves cross called?
15) What is the theory that the tendency of a stimulus to evoke a response is strengthened if the response is followed by reward and is weakened if the response is not followed by reward?
16) What part of the brain supports vision?
17) What process might be used to train animals to perform difficult responses?
18) Where on the retina is acuity the greatest?
19) Why do we see a star in the sky more easily if we look to the side?
Language
1) The smallest unit of meaning in language is called what?
2) What is a garden path sentence?
3) What is a phoneme, and give an example?

4) What is an overgeneralization error in linguistics?

5) What is meant by telegraphic speech in language learning?

Cognitive Development

1) What is the earliest stage in Piaget’s stage theory of cognitive development?

2) What is the notion of children becoming aware of objects existing independently of their sensory experience and motor manipulations?

3) What is the visual cliff?

4) What method are scientists relying on when they show a stimulus repeatedly to an infant and then test with a novel stimulus?

5) Give an example of a problem understanding the law of conservation.

Social Development and Intelligence

1) What is the term for the degree of consistency with which a test measures a trait or attribute?

2) What is the critical period in the development of an organism? (also called sensitive period)
3) What is the name for the statistic that describes the relations between two sets of measures?
4) In Ainsworth's "Strange Situations" measurements, a child who explores freely when the mother is present, shows some distress at her leaving, and greets her return with enthusiasm is called ____________.
5) How does the slope differ for a line which plots variables with a correlation coefficient of 1, compared to that which plots variables with a correlation coefficient of .5?
6) The case located in the "middle" of the frequency distribution, such that 50 percent of cases are smaller and 50 percent are larger, is called the ___________.
7) What is the name for an intermediate approach to child-rearing, in which the parents exercise power, but also recognize the child's point of view?
8) What is NOT implied by highly correlated variables?
9) What does it mean for a correlation to be negative?
10) What are the two parts of the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale?
11) Differentiate between fluid and crystallized intelligence.
12) Harlow's experiments with terry-cloth mothers suggest that, in monkeys, the nutrient provided by the mother is less important for attachment than the ____________ that she provides.
13) What is the term for a mentally retarded person who has some remarkable talent that seems out of keeping with his low level of general intelligence?
14) What is the term for the formation of strong attachments by the young of a species to objects (typically the parent) encountered early in life?
15) What is the Flynn effect?
16) What is one reason why IQ might differ across groups?
17) What is the term for the concept that describes the percentage of the variation in a population that can be attributed to genetic factors?
18) What are the two basic methods for estimating the role of inherited factors in intelligence or other traits?
19) What is the term for a direct emotional response to another person's emotions?
20) What is the difference between the phenotype and genotype of an organism?
21) What is the difference between nativism and empiricism?
22) What is the name for the child-rearing style in which the parent controls the child strictly, and does not explain the justification for the governing rules to the child, and what is the name for the opposite extreme?
23) In Erikson's "Eight Ages of Man" span the entire life cycle, each stage is accompanied by what?
Personality and Freud

1) What is the term for the view that differences in personality are best characterized in terms of underlying, possibly innate, attributes that predispose one toward patterns of thinking and behavior that are essentially consistent over time and across situations?

2) What is the approach to therapy that tries to change some of the patient’s habitual modes of thinking about herself, her situation, and her future? (It is related to behavioral therapy because it regards such thought patterns as a form of behavior.)
3) What does it mean for a test to have predictive validity?
4) Name one personality test (and what it stands for, or what it entails).
5) What is the name for the view that human behavior is largely determined by the characteristics of the circumstances rather than personal predispositions?
6) In Freud’s theory, what is the name for the defense against the intolerable pain that would be caused by becoming aware of unacceptable thoughts and wishes?
7) A patient exhibiting partial blindness, glove anesthesia, or memory gaps would likely be diagnosed as suffering from what problem?
8) Distinguish between manifest and latent dreams.
9) What are some characteristics of the REM (rapid eye movement) stage of sleep?
10) In Freud's theory of psychosexual development, what is the term for the family drama from which grows the child's internalized morality and identification with the same-sex parent?
11) What are the five stages in Freud's theory of psychosexual development?
12) In psychoanalytic theory, what is the term for a mechanism of defense in which various forbidden thoughts and impulses are attributed to another person rather than the self, thus warding off some anxiety?
13) Which is the most primitive portion of personality, operating according to the pleasure principle, with the single goal being immediate satisfaction.
14) Which portion of personality attempts to satisfy primitive urges according to a reality principle?
15) Because the rules and admonitions of the parents are internalized, which portion of personality develops to suppress forbidden behavior even in the absence of negative consequences?
16) At the top of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is the desire to realize oneself to the fullest, called __________.
17) What is the term applied to the psychoanalytic technique is whereby a patient is asked merely to say whatever comes to his mind during a therapy session?
18) After failing to be offered a good job, an applicant decides that he wouldn't have liked the job anyway. What is the name for this defense mechanism?
Psychopathology and Treatment

1) One hypothesis of schizophrenia holds that it results from too much brain activity caused by which neurotransmitter (which may cause the overstimulation characteristic of schizophrenia.)?

2) Name 2 positive symptoms and 1 negative symptom of schizophrenia.
3) There is evidence that low levels of either of two neurotransmitters, may account for depression.  Name one.
4) What are some examples of the vegetative signs that often accompany major depression?
5) What is the term for a condition created by exposure to inescapable aversive events which retards or prevents learning in subsequent situations in which escape or avoidance is possible?
6) What is the term for a chemically inert substance that produces real medical benefits because the patient believes it will help her?
7) With which mood disorder does the patient swing from one emotional extreme to another, experiencing both manic and depressive episodes?
8) Anxiety is produced by persistent internal events (thoughts or wishes) in which disorder?
9) What is the name of the condition whereby fear of having panic attacks causes some people not to venture away from their home?
10) What is one difference between generalized anxiety disorder and panic disorder?
11) Recurrent nightmares and flashbacks about a terrifying event characterize which mental illness?
12) What is the former name for dissociative identity disorder?
13) What is distinct about the memory of someone who suffers from dissociative identity disorder?
14) What kind of disorders to SSRIs (selective seratonin reuptake inhibitors) treat, and how do they do it?
15) Someone who behaves antisocially without signs of remorse is called an antisocial personality, or ____________.
16) Give an example of an obsession/compulsion pair that might be demonstrated by a sufferer of OCD.
17) What are some symptoms of anorexia nervosa?
Social Cognition, Emotion, and Interaction

1) What is the difference between polygyny and polyandry?

2) What is it called when the larger the size of the group a person is in, the less likely he or she is to come to a victim's assistance?
3) What is the term for the perception by a person of inconsistency in beliefs, feelings, or behavior that sets up an unpleasant internal state?
4) What is the name for the technique in which, after a major request is refused, a smaller request from the same source is more likely to be granted?
5) What is social loafing?
6) What is the Prisoner’s Dilemma?
7) In which experiment did participants become disturbed because the behavior of the confederates challenged their shared sense of physical reality?
8) What is the above-average effect?
9) What is the fundamental attribution error?
10) What is the part of the brain that is involved in important ways with the integration of appraisal and arousal, and which seems to play a particularly important role in the emotion of fear?
11) Give an example of misattribution of arousal.
12) What is the term for the strong tendency for people to marry other people very similar to themselves?
13) What are two factors that account for people’s failure to help someone in distress?
14) When is sexual reproduction is particularly advantageous with respect to asexual reproduction?
15) What are two major factors that cause one person to like another?
16) According to which principle does each partner in a relationship give something to the other, and expects to receive something in return?
17) According to Latiné’s Social Impact Theory, social influence can be explained in terms of a combination of the effects of which three social forces?
18) What is social facilitation?
19) In Milgram’s obedience experiment, how does dehumanizing the person being punished change the behavior of the subject?
20) How were the prisoners deindividuated in the Stanford Prison Experiment?
21) What is the effect of an ally in a conformity experiment?
22) Why would a human female be inclined to emphasize financial/social security in selecting a mate?
23) Why would the male of a species be selective about who he mates with?
24) Cultures or ethnic groups can be divided in such a way that in some cultures, the emphasis is on interdependence, and there is a focus on the group, while in other cultures, the emphasis is on independence, and the self is seen as the central focus.  What are the terms for these two types of cultures?
25) What is one way in which basic emotions can be identified?
